Introduction

The book of Acts is the account of the birth and growth of the church in its early years. The study of this book is
sorely needed in the church because it provides a guide by which to measure our churches today.

There are thousands of struggling churches in our world today, and they often resort to all manner of gimmicks,
methods and imitation to try to revive their faltering communities. They often turn to “successful” churches, hoping
that a new method or program or style will restore life to their lifeless body.

The answer is not found in the latest, greatest, but in the ageless and timeless principles found in the book of Acts.
As in so many areas of life, the secret of success is not complicated, it is found in a return to the basics.

If the church will simply be the church, it will thrive. But to be the church requires a tremendous commitment of time
and energy. It requires selflessness. It requires an undivided commitment to the Kingdom of God. It requires that
everything else in our live take second place. Is it worth it? Ask the apostles.
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What is the Kingdom of God?

Any kingdom is composed of three things:

A King m

Subjects

A Realm of Influence % % % % % %
In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus defined the Kingdom % % % % % %
Your Kingdom come

in other words

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

The kingdom of God is his rule over all creation. God’s kingdom will be fully realized when all things are submitted
to him. We are bringing people from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light.
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It is truly amazing how little time and attention is given to the Kingdom of God in our preaching. Look at the
preaching of Jesus and you will notice that it was his most central theme. If you look at the very last verse in the
book of Acts, Paul is preaching about the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts 28:31)
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b. Clarification
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Why did they ask this question?
Israel's great hope that held them together was the promise of an eternal kingdom.
2 Samuel 7:11-15 — God’s promise to David

Israel fell into sin and judgment, but they held on to that hope of the eternal kingdom. Even in
their sin, God repeated the promise of the day when the kingdom would be restored.

Isaiah 40:3-5 — Promise of a restored kingdom
This text incidentally was quoted by John the Baptist as we read in Matt. 3:3.
Luke 24:21 — Hopes dashed when Jesus died

When they talked to Jesus on the road to Emmaeus, they revealed that they had hoped that
Jesus was the one who would redeem Israel, restoring the kingdom.

Acts 1:6 — Hopes come alive again

Now that Jesus is raised and with the promise of the Spirit, the restoration of the kingdom
appears nearer than ever before.

Joel 2 — Spirit coming before the Day of the Lord

This promise of the Holy Spirit further intensifies their speculation and expectations.
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Teaching Point

We must always remember that we are “looking through a glass darkly”. No matter how much theological
training we may have, our understanding of God is still so very limited.

The disciples thought that the next big event was the restoration of the Kingdom to Israel. They did not foresee their
role as witnesses all over the world, but God’s kingdom included more than just Israel. God desired to include
people from all nations in his Kingdom. It appears that their cultural lenses prevented them from seeing this.

While there can be no doubt about the essentials of our faith (the deity and humanity of Jesus, the virgin birth of
Jesus, the sinless nature of Jesus, the substitionary atonement of Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus), we must
remember that in other matters, we could be wrong. Even if we are certain we are right, we need to be gracious and
humble with those who differ, because we may someday realize that they are right and we are wrong.

So often we see things in black and white and assume that we have a perfect view of things, but we can be so
wrong.

The disciples had been with Jesus constantly for three years and had been taught by him both publicly and privately,
so you would think that they pretty much understood what Jesus had to say .. . AND YET . . . they still were
confused because of their underlying presuppositions. The same can happen to us today (and does).




*But
you will receive
power
when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you,
and

you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem,
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and to the farthest parts
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Teaching Point

Note that the “power” that Jesus promises in Acts
1:8 is supernatural, miraculous power. It is divine
enablement that far exceeds our human abilities.

Many people water down spiritual gifts and reduce them
to some sort of God-given talent. God promises so
much more.

We need to expect God to do miraculous things through
us...BUT... if we want to see a miracle, we need to

put ourselves in a position where we desperately need a
miracle.

Why do we not see that power today?

Our dreams are too small and our undertakings are often
merely human in scope . .. BUT . .. the work to which
God has called us is worldwide and far exceeds our own
human abilities.
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You will receive power

Many people look at the greek word
“dunamis” and assume it like
“dynamite”, but Jesus was referring
to something far more than a strong
physical force.

If you examine each of the uses of
the word “dunamis” as it is used in
the New Testament, in the vast
majority of the cases, it refers to
supernatural, spiritual power.

Power of God 57
Supernatural Power 25
Miracles 19
Power 8
Ability/Strength 5
Heavenly Bodies 4
Other 3
Total 115

You will be my witnesses

Just tell the world what you have
seen and heard.

If Jesus has changed our life, then it
should be easy to describe that
change to others.

3. Epilogue
a. Ascension

The disciples were standing there
contemplating the meaning of what
Jesus had said when Jesus went up in
to the clouds and out of sight.

b. Angels
1) Question
Why are you staring into the sky?
2) Promise

Jesus will return just as you have
seen him go




Acts 1:1-11 Going Back to the Basics

When the church was first formed, it was a very exciting time. There was so much unity. God was working
miracles. People were being saved by the thousands. .. but today . .. we see a very different picture.

Instead of unity, we see conflict. Instead of miracles, we see dead tradition. Instead of sacrifice, we see
selfishness.

Is it possible to put life and excitement back into the church? The answer is YES! Jesus is still building
his church. Our world still needs salvation. We are still promised the presence of God and the presence of
the Spirit. But. .. we must be willing be the type of people that we seen in the early church. We need to be
willing to turn our churches into vibrant communities of faith that impact the world.
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Instructions 7. What did Jesus promise that the

1:4 While he was with them, he declared, “Do I:gly Spirit would do in John 16:5-
not leave Jerusalem, but wait there for what

my Father promised, which you heard about
from me. 1:8 For John baptized with water, but
Jyou will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.” 1:6 So when they had
gathered together, they began to ask him,
“Lord, is this the time when you are restoring
the kingdom to Israel?” 1:7 He told them, “You
are not permitted to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority.
1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the earth.”

8. Why did Jesus tell them to wait for
the filling of the Holy Spirit?

Key Terms
faith in Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit comes to today?

live permanently in of us and we become a part
of God’s family - the church.

Filling of the Holy Spirit - this is when the
Holy Spirit controls and empowers a person so
that they can do great things for God.

Ascension 10. What would you attempt to do for

1:9 After he had said this, while they were God if you knew you could not fail?
watching, he was lifted up and a cloud hid him
from their sight. 1:10 As they were still staring
into the sky while he was going, suddenly two
men in white clothing stood near them 1:11
and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
here looking up into the sky? This same Jesus
who has been taken up from you into heaven
will come back in the same way you saw him go
into heaven.”

From Scripture to Life

1. What are some small things you can do this week to build the Kingdom of God?

2. Who do you know that needs to be a part of the Kingdom of God? Who can you pray for this
week that they will come to know Jesus Christ?




Date Read Matthew 19:16-30

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven. Again, I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” Matthew 19:23

Why is it hard for rich people to enter God’s Kingdom?

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them for the Kingdom of God belongs to
such as these. I tell you the truth anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a little
child will never enter it.” Mark 10:14-15

What does it mean to accept the Kingdom of God as a little child?

Other Notes

Other Notes

. J
Date Read Mark 4:26 - 32
Again he said, “What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to
describe it? It is like a mustard seed, the smallest seed you plant in the ground.” Mark 4:30-31
What kind of things can you do to plant the seeds of the Kingdom of God in your world?
Other Notes

. J
Date Read Mark 10:13-16




4 )
Date Read Luke 6:20-26

Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.”

What type of things might you need to give up for the Kingdom of God? What had the
disciples given up for the Kingdom of God ?

Other Notes

-
-

J

Date Read Luke 8:1-8

While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he
told this parable: “A farmer went out to sown his seed . .. “

How can you sow seed for the Kingdom of God? What happens when you sow seed? Does it
all produce fruit?

Other Notes

-
-

Date Read Luke 18: 28-29

Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the
kingdom of God.” Luke 9:62

Why does Jesus tell us to never look back once we have made a commitment to serve in the
Kingdom of God? Did his disciples ever look back?

Other Notes




